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A. LISTENING

Listen to the talk show and decide whether the following statements are True (T) or False (F).
Transcript

Today I’m reporting from the Future House show and I’m going to start with a question —
where will you be living twenty years from now?

Well, you’ll be living in a fully connected smart home!



Smart homes and smart technology have now become reality, not the future nor any science
fiction.

How do they benefit our lives?

A smart home can be designed in such a way that household appliances such as fridges,
televisions and air conditioners can be controlled by the homeowner using a remote control.

One benefit is that the smart home can save you a lot of time — especially when you are busy
at work. With the tap of a finger on your mobile phone, you can do the washing up, turn on
the robotic vacuum cleaner and water the plants. These laborious tasks are now done for you.

Plus, with the smart home, you manage your shopping better — when you need medical
supplies in emergencies, your house can be programmed to buy all necessary items. Or just
imagine you binge-watching your favourite series on a rainy day without any worries about
buying household goods. Why? Because you can now visit a shopping website and the house
will arrange purchases for you.

In the future, such homes will be available for everybody!

Listen to the recording and choose the best answer to the following questions
Transcript

| = Interviewer K = Karen M = Martin

I: Welcome to The World of Work. Today we have two young people in the studio. They
are going to talk to us about voluntary work. Welcome to the show, Martin and Karen.

M&K: Thank you.
I: Karen, let’s start with you. What kind of voluntary work do you do?

K: I work in a soup kitchen for homeless people. My local church runs a homeless charity,
and every evening, homeless people can come to the church and have a simple meal. It’s
usually soup and bread.

I: That’s great, Karen. And what about you, Martin? What does your voluntary work
involve?

M: I work on an organic farm.
I: What exactly do you do on the farm?

M: | do lots of different jobs. I plant trees and vegetables. | feed the chickens. I collect the
eggs from the chickens and | sometimes cook lunch for all the other volunteers. It’s a big
farm, and there are fifteen volunteers.

I: How many hours do you work, Karen?

K: I’m a student and | have a lot of work at the moment. | don’t have much free time, so | do
two or three hours a week.



M: | do quite a lot. | go every Saturday and Sunday. We start very early in the morning and
finish at about 7 o’clock in the evening. It’s very hard work, and I feel tired at the end of the
day. But | don’t mind because I love being on the farm.

I: What sort of people volunteer?

K: Fantastic people! No. Um, volunteers are caring people. Of course a lot of people are
caring, but volunteers are more likely to do something about it.

I: So why do you do this voluntary work?

M: I am passionate about the environment, and I’'m interested in responsible farming.
| believe that organic farming is very important for the future. I also like working in a team.
| learn important life skills and I’m more confident than before. Also, I want to study farming
and agriculture so this is good experience.

I: What about you, Karen?

K: Well, there are problems in my community and | want to help. There’s also a selfish
reason for doing it — it impresses people and I like that.

I: Thank you Karen, thank you Martin. Now, unemployment
D. WRITING
Write a short paragraph (80 -120 words) about doing volunteer work.
You can use the following questions as cues:
* Why do people do volunteer work?
* Which volunteer activities do you like? Why?
* What benefits can you get from volunteer work?
*Suggested answer:

| believe there are several reasons why people like volunteering. Firstly, they want to do
something to make the community better, others do volunteer work because it teaches them
a lot of soft skills such as team work, leadership, patience. In addition, volunteering helps to
connect you to others and facilitate to widen your relationships. | would love to work as a
volunteer for an organization related to environment. | feel that it is necessary to raise
people’s awareness of protecting our green planet. The activities I like are planting more
trees and cleaning up lakes and rivers. Situations which affect a larger group of people need
volunteer work. For example, when an Earthquake happens, there will be a lot of people
being died or homeless. It is such a massive destruction that requires help from the entire
planet. | can benefit from volunteer a lot. It increases my social and relationship skills. It
also helps me make more friends, and in some way be more connected with the society.
Moreover, volunteering is the way to reduce stress. It brings fun and fulfilment to my life.
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WRITING: SUGGESTED ANSWER

Global warming is a serious issue, but we can take effective steps to reduce its impact.
First, switching to renewable energy sources like solar, wind, and hydroelectric power
can significantly cut greenhouse gas emissions. Second, individuals should focus on
conserving energy by using energy-efficient appliances and reducing unnecessary
electricity use. Planting more trees is another crucial method, as trees absorb carbon
dioxide and provide oxygen. Additionally, reducing waste by recycling and reusing
materials can help lower the amount of methane released from landfills. Finally,
encouraging sustainable transportation methods, such as walking, cycling, or using
public transport, can reduce carbon emissions. If everyone contributes, we can slow
down global warming and protect our planet for future generations.



